A case of cholangitis due to the migration of a metal clip used for surgical cholecystectomy 4 years earlier, is reported. The Abdominal ultrasound demonstrated mild pancreatitis while the CT scan performed two days later, revealed a dilated common bile duct with metallic material in its lumen, attributable to a clip (Figure 1 ). Intravenous cholangiography confirmed the presence of a stone surrounding a metal clip at the lower end of the bile duct (Figure 2 ). In the absence of an experienced endoscopist, surgery was undertaken and the stone with the metal nidus could be easily extracted through the supra-duodenal bile duct. Four other clips surrounded with inflammatory granulomas were found close to the remnant cystic duct, suggesting they would have been eliminated in the same way as the first one. Complete excision of the cystic duct with the remaining clip and closure of the common duct with a continuous suture of absorbable material completed the procedure. The post operatory course was uneventful.
well known. Parasites (ascaris , fasciola hepatica2, clonorchis sinensis and non absorbable suture material used in a previous biliary tract procedure4) are the most common causes of bile duct obstruction. Metallic clips may also migrate from the cystic duct into the common bile duct and form the nidus for a stone, as we report here.
Case: A 88 year-old man was admitted for cholangitis four years after surgical cholecystectomy performed in another institution. (Figure 2 ). In the absence of an experienced endoscopist, surgery was undertaken and the stone with the metal nidus could be easily extracted through the supra-duodenal bile duct. Four other clips surrounded with inflammatory granulomas were found close to the remnant cystic duct, suggesting they would have been eliminated in the same way as the first one. Complete excision of the cystic duct with the remaining clip and closure of the common duct with a continuous suture of absorbable material completed the procedure. The post operatory course was uneventful. surgery may be more suitable to avoid recurrent obstruction. Since laparoscopic cholecystectomy has become very popular today with routine application of metallic clips8-2, other accidents will appear certainly in the future. The risk should be obviated by the use of resorbable clips which are already available for laparoscopic surgery.
